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MTWF 1:00 - 1:50PM  (Pozzi-Pavan)
MTWF 2:00 - 2:50PM  (Pozzi-Pavan)

MTWF 10:00 - 10:50AM (Simpson)

You now have an opportunity to take Italian 
101-1 if you missed it Fall Quarter!

MTWF 12:00 - 12:50PM  (Pozzi-Pavan)
MTWF 1:00 - 1:50PM   (Simpson)
MTWF 2:00 - 2:50PM   (Simpson)

MTWF 11:00AM - 12:50PM (Visconti)



ITALIAN

101-1
ELEMENTARY ITALIAN: SESSION 1
PROFESSOR SIMPSON

If you missed your opportunity to begin introductory Italian this fall quarter, now 
is your chance! This three-course sequence in elementary Italian covers a full year of 
the language. At the end of the sequence, students are able to ask and answer simple 
questions in Italian, write a grammatically correct sentence, and follow the drift of a 
simple conversation. The emphasis is on person-to-person communication. Students 
build grammar skills by working on simple situations - greetings, introductions, 
asking directions - that grow in complexity as the course proceeds. Classes are 
conducted entirely in Italian and include a wide range of exercises, small-group 
projects, video, and Internet sites. Students also gain knowledge of fundamental 
aspects of Italian culture, history, and geography. Weinberg students with 
some experience in Italian may take an exam to place out of any or all of the 
first-year sequence. Courses may be taken individually 
(subject to prerequisites) or in sequence.

MTWF 10:00-10:50PM
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NEW 
COURSE 

OFFERING



ITALIAN

105-6
FIRST YEAR SEMINAR: 
MEDIA AND EXHIBITIONISM
PROFESSOR TORLASCO

This course will explore the role that exhibitionism and the logic of spectacle have 
played in Italian culture from the years of Fascism (1922-1943) to Silvio Berlusconi’s 
rise to power in the 1990s and beyond. As the flip side of our desire to see, 
exhibitionism manifests the desire to be seen, to expose oneself to the look of others 
to turn oneself into a spectacle in both the private and public spheres. While drawing 
from the fields of cinema and media studies, we will analyze how film, television, and 
social media have simultaneously reflected and constructed our desire for self-display. 
We will pay particular attention to questions of gender and sexuality and to the 
ways in which spectacle and politics have joined forces at different junctures in 
Italian history. Among the films we will study are Luchino Visconti’s 
Bellissima (1951), Federico Fellini’s La dolce vita (1960) and Ginger and 
Fred (1986), Erik Gandini’s Videocracy (2009), Matteo Garrone’s Reality 
(2012), and Paolo Sorrentino’s La grande bellezza (2013).

TTH 11:00-12:20PM
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ITALIAN

275
DANTE’S DIVINE COMEDY
PROFESSOR DAVIS

An introduction to Dante’s masterwork on 
human error, punishment and redemption 
through a careful reading of the Inferno. 
Satisfies Literature & Fine Arts 
Distro Areas.

Lecture MW 11-11:50AM
Discussion F 2-2:50PM or 3-3:50PM
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TAUGHT 
IN ENGLISH



ITALIAN

348
THE ITALIAN NOVELLA
PROFESSOR RICCIARDI

This course examines the illustrious genre of the short story in Italian literature, 
starting with the fundamental paradigm offered by Boccaccio’s novellas in The 
Decameron. We will read short stories written in a realistic and fantastic style. How 
may we distinguish the narrative speed, concision, and logic of form as well as the 
narrator’s use of time and space in each case? Through critical close reading and 
exploration of the historical and social context of each text, we will focus in particular 
on issues of love, sexuality, and friendship in the works of Boccaccio, Verga, Pirandello, 
Calvino, Pavese, Morante, and Tondelli. The goal of the course is to improve students’ 
ability to write and speak in Italian while also providing them with a thorough 
grounding in an important literary canon. In addition to critical responses, course 
requirements include one creative writing assignment that focuses on rewriting 
one of the works covered in the syllabus—for example, by adopting a different 
point of view than that of the narrator, or imagining a different ending, or 
reinventing a crucial scene.

TTH 2:00-3:20PM
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